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RETURMN OF THE STRIPED TOMATO

o

alumimum heads and intake weren't correct
for thee mdd-" 04 period

The sussempon on eech cor war rebuil
using rear springs from the stiicn wagoa
wirsan af the Toring, |1|'|1'\. air shocks 1o RV
the cars the B TRy rake. Stk [
front disc and resr dosm brakes de an OK
o of Mopping the cars. Walsh scavenged up
petd af 1558 dbotted fap From vakouws
soierces igsd Bad then ]:H_'-J.h.l'll.'.l anad wedrlked
before bolting them to the Torinos
BFCoadrich Radia]l TV Az wene the obvioua
tire chodce for this spplication, asd the
Terinos wore FI35/EMR15: up front and
PETAO0R] %2 ous back for HOT ROD'S
pbq_'-u_'- whiost 1t1'“|'-.-n, whils thawe tire iz
gave the correct vintage stance, the producs
tion weed F2I5A60R 15 allaround dering
“t!‘ﬂ:l'll_ o fetddn CommENEncY hetweers the
hero and Sunt cass

Owee thee drivetrains were squared away, it
Wik 1if I Premisere s @all of painiers, ||r|‘|n|-
sterers, and CNOUEECT s Lo ke the cars ving-
ally identical. For the Mumber One car
wikich n-ri;ir:"}' had & hlae intertor wikh a
Bench seat sl column shfter tha anvolvied
inatalling practically an entirely new Black
imterior with bucket scats and a Floor shibter
For the Mumber Twa which alﬂ':.!‘:.' bt
miangy of thowe ehements (though it too had 5
column shifter) it wes more & matter of
cleanieg up what was already there [t was
oult Ble |'l-|:l-|3:| |r|l.l:-||.'ru:\.. arl |'l:|.i.'\,n (1251}
were the toughest to find. *1 was the scourge
-clrrH:!.' Mlotost,” gave Wakh. "1 wae |'|||,.'|-|g
[+ lrl:.llliur;, and J||.:|-l||.i:||: fcar e i I.|:.|I.
came up amd ending suctions exdy by Paying
wp dollar. [ got things like MOS8 moldings
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cars himsel,

and trisn Eern all cver the LTIURATY val tha
hiad been swting in dealers’ stiock rooms for
decades, | needed t0 have wuplicates of
|"|-|'I'_|.'.|: ng [REt I Casd scencthing beoke”
And he wiz alzo hlllHll‘l;_ i ikird car—a
shell, really—that had 1o be scrubbed clean,
wLrappeel aff it deivetzain and desined of all
Huids before eevaonmental oficials winahl
allvwr the production 1o theow (8 inkn the
Pacific Oywican for one scene

Both hero ciars were aed I."!.!l."l"&'«'l'l:.'
thro U]h-Clul. ik |'h'l'«|j1ﬂ!'.u.|'| The cags cane
ol amaring, skl director Phillips. “The cans
e II:’II. .IHIIIL II-I'|I 'Lll.h a '|:||}|.Iu|' Fl.'uﬂl'l' ﬂ"'
wouind that we went oot to the desert with
them one doy and spent B hours rocording
e Fewy 1 JI"H!'\.-.|I_1.'b, ||'|-||| .ll'\n-l '\.I_||||"

Both cars sulfered Froar.ead -ﬂmupr im
iparite indidents during the production
il |'\-'i|:|,.1 ri|||tn:| |':|.' wtumt mien. Bot Hen
Siiller pever had any problems with cinksr
car “We took him out to the parking lot s
FI.||::|“|H1|_| Park afier the cas were Fis
:|.|.lu'|r_I sadd Wilsh, "D B 1540 tha |:.l|r|u alf
L 155 -'\.ﬂ-n.'a":- p{l\.-\.d with the cars.”

Theres ne demiving these cars” ability to
msaeneriee the i:-‘h..lh:l-\. HOT ROD ook the
two Behind a Tarpet sioee dn Palendale,
Califorria, 1o photograph the interiors and
ergines, and despite beiag Gy well hidden
frem |:'lu|:'-fi|. Vaew, |]H':¢ arrscted 4 :.1..'.:..|:.'
stream of cunous onlookers and store
.-rnp!-lr:,'. o1, Ard all of them, o mattor what
thedr age. even i they coulda™ wll 3 Gras
Torino frem prenoda, knew the cars were
{rom Searsly & Hurch

|"||1|li'||' |l-rir;.l; Batim 1 !..:\., ] pw\-.lll.. tine
thiat saw themn s !.'].:'I'l.-lLlI'I!.‘ comimaslitles

This i the Muember Doo bere cor el afler it arrived from Bew
Jersry. Who Inew there was a ' 74 Bras Teman waead mith

lea thas 1,300 miles oo ig? blevie Mike lid ool the striges (e bath

Thi B Rig isnY il & super-siretched Ecoanline, bat an Boademy

Noand-wansing filmmskisg teal. N shell o a cor iv mesmted oa the

MWic Rig chassis se that caneras, also mombed on e FHp che shesd
The actare aF They appear te ba daimg 190, FE00s, or whaterer a1 &
mormad driving albitsde. b fack, i3 & steatmin ie the cab daing the
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the Fer cors il diiwe guite well. They e
vt pedect, The tongue converter on the
Eumser Two felt as o i were :-Ji|'\-]"in|;_ ]
Crises, theres 4 ddivel an Moumber One's
hesel, anad Bath had bsme mvterice trim o
places, but they're both ragde-free and solid
And P ||irr.. " riﬂh' they ide conmad geeat
The Witk %33 in both can WECTE Eany i
b Wikh lndis oof bowe-ened o', |".|'.n. 2 il
ANEnTeE R0 §0%, i]l:':. e almvost Ut gy like
1heir capormess 1o ingratiate themoehees, With
a Ragy of the !h:l\.ﬂ'.ll._ M wias caovy Lo lrerak il
tires loose on Los Aocpeles County Racewy's
concreie pad and deift the cars with some
grace, Uis ke deagatrin, ehe Mumber O car
found Feell In the mid-l4s and seemed w
ftermumed to say there with HEM
Techrical Editor Stove Mlagnante doing the
diriving. [t was tough 1o luanch the heavy
Finadlv,
with sose  shallow slagiag. Mapgnante
knocked ot am ancerrected §3037 qe 032 42
That's vastly better than stock snd sofid pes-
fiwmance for o bie sreet car weigh ng more

Toairn without stgnificant tire spir

1]|.||u 4 ‘e I.I.\:lil H]I'HI J.'.LI [9F |:| IIHJ Ih.-
hurden of heing a culiesl ioon

Mo the filmn's done and the cars are back
at Proiene IWIUGE han FaEny assum l.l.'i||
be am dnevicable H"\.|_|H'| Al the iy 4
Huich Tanabi<s are already obsesdng over the
oW cam, maling overy way in which they
devate froen the |:-:|;.'||1.||'\._ F'lln-'.lll'lu WETE E
create thedr own vershoas, o EVIRE i thazir
TS 10 oy and bey one brom Movie
MEke. *1 was JErI\.-J.-:l:\.' elfered STO0OG For
ome of them,” says Walsh, “hut I'm going to
I'="—-\'. snta them for

slner the Eovie apens” HR

s whive, At beast unid



